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The City of Albany operates under the Commission – Manager, form of government 
since January 14, 1924. The seven member Commission consists of a Mayor, elected 
at large, and six Commissioners, elected on a ward basis. The Commission appoints 
members to various Boards, Authorities and Commissions. The Commission also 
appoints the City Manager, City Clerk, City Attorney, Assistant City Attorneys, and 
Municipal Court Judge. The City Manager, as the City's Chief Administrative Officer, is 
responsible for the enforcement of laws and ordinances and the implementation of 
policies passed by the Commission. The City Manager appoints department heads to 
assist him/her with these responsibilities.

CITY DATA
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
ORIGIN AND GROWTH

Situated in the Plantation Trace region, Albany is the primary trade center for Southwest 
Georgia. It is the county seat for Dougherty County, Georgia. The City lies at the head of the 
Flint River, 182 miles south of Atlanta.  Incorporated in 1853, the City was laid out in 1836 
by Alexander Shotwell and named for Albany, New York. The City of Albany was originally 
incorporated by an Act of the General Assembly of Georgia on December 27, 1838.  The 
chief farm products are cotton, peanuts, corn, tobacco, and to a lesser extent, papershell 
pecans and forest products. Albany has developed a diversified industrial economy, which 
includes companies such as; Procter & Gamble, Miller Coors, and Master Foods USA Mars 
Incorporated Company. Since 1994, over $800 million has been invested in Albany by local 
industries. Also, the Marine Corps Logistics Base (MCLB) in Albany is a shining star within the 
Department of Defense and has established itself as a leader in the adoption of private 
sector business strategies to accomplish its mission. The nation’s top corporate and 
economic development publications are talking about Albany, Georgia as well. In 2007, 
Albany was voted one of the Top 10 Best Places to retire by Retire in Georgia Magazine, Inc. 
This magazine ranked Albany, Georgia 129th in its 2005 list of “Best Places” and as the #19 
Small Metro Areas in its 25 Cities for Doing Business in America in 2004. The Forbes & 
Milken Institute placed Albany in its “top 96 Small Metro Areas.”

GOVERNMENT AND ORGANIZATION
Albany has two hometown colleges, a progressive technical college, and a job corps center. 
Albany State University is a senior unit of the University System of Georgia. With more than 
40 major fields of study, the University offers undergraduate and graduate degree programs. 
The University maintains flexible scheduling for the growing number of non-traditional 
students. Turner Job Corps Center also serves the Albany area as a fully accredited 
Vocational Education Institute, providing high-quality academic and vocational training 
programs to prepare students (ages 16-24) to take their places in today's technical work 
force. Turner has over 20 vocational trades from which the 930-member student body may 
choose. As well Albany Technical College serves as the communities’ premier technical and 
adult continuing education community providing certification and Associate degree 
programs. The City is served by 16 public elementary schools, 10 public secondary schools, 1 
public alternative school and a number of private schools. 
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Male 46.1%

Female 53.9%

GENDER

Manufacturing 12.2%

Transp./ Public Util. 5.2%

Construction 5.5%

Wholesale Trade 2.6%

Finance & Real Estate 4.8%

Services 26.2%

Agri., Forestry, etc. 2.0%

Retail Trade 10.2%

OCCUPATIONAL COMPOSITION

Under 5 Years 7.9%

Under 18 Years 22.9%

18 - 24 Years 9.8%

25 - 44 Years 25.4%

45 - 64 Years 22.7%

64 - 74 Years 5.9%

75+ Years 5.4%

AGE COMPOSITION
(2010 ESTIMATE)

Black 71.6%

White 25.2%

Hispanic 2.1%

Asian/American Indian/
Hawaiian

1.0%

Other .1%

RACE/ ETHNIC
(2009 ESTIMATE)V

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

SCENIC ATTRACTIONS

Public tennis courts 40

Parks 70

Area golf courses   7

Municipal swimming pools   1

Country clubs   2

Playgrounds 44

Community centers   8

Boat ramps   4

Albany Museum of Art

Theater Albany

Weatherbee Planetarium

Parks at Chehaw

Thronateeska Heritage Foundation Museum

Albany Civil Rights Institute

Quail Hunting Preserves

Flint Riverquarium

Riverfront Park
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U.S.M.C.  Logistics  Base Federal Government
4,900 Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital Healthcare
3,804 

Dougherty County Board of Ed. Education 2,934 

Proctor & Gamble Paper Goods 1,394 
City of Albany Municipal Government 930 
Dougherty County Municipal Government 669 
MillerCoors Beverage 650 
Albany State University Education 550 

Teleperformance USA Technical Support 474 

Motor Freight Carriers  
 
 

5 interstate  
24 inter/ intrastate  
6 terminals 
Overnight service to Atlanta, Birmingham, 
Charlotte, Chattanooga, Columbia, Jacksonville 
and Knoxville

Rail  
 

Norfolk Southern piggyback service (local)  
Norfolk Southern rail service (local) 
Atlantic and Georgia Great Southern (local)

Water Navigable River, Flint (9 ft channel depth)

Air  Commercial Service by Atlantic Southeast 
5 air cargo companies; UPS's Boeing 757 "mini-
hub" service

Source: Georgia Dept. of Industry, Trade & Tourism
              Albany Chamber of Commerce georgia.gov

TEN LARGEST EMPLOYERS

TRANSPORTATION
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The Albany Pol ice Department is  accredited by the 

Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 

Agencies and certified by the State of Georgia 

Association of Chiefs of Pol ice.  These organizations 

establ ish pol icy and procedural  benchmarks;  which 

when util ized are the guidepost for sound direction and 

leadership;  thus assisting the agency in becoming world 

c lass in the del ivery of pol ic ing services.

 APD is  an organization with a long distinguished history 

and is  poised to move into the future util iz ing 

technology and innovative techniques to help keep our

citizens safe.  The Albany Pol ice Department employs 

both sworn and non-sworn personnel .  The department 

is  dedicated to a “Community Oriented Pol ic ing” 

phi losophy,  which requires a high level  of trust  and 

partnership with our c itizens.

201 WEST OGLETHORPE BLVD. ALBANY, GEORGIA 31702   •   (229) 431-2100
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